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J NON-FICTION 

Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice by Phillip Hoose 

J 323.092 Hoose 

An in-depth account of Claudette Colvin, an important yet 

largely unknown civil rights figure.  

Dreaming in Indian: Contemporary Native American 

Voices  

J 704.0397 Dreaming 

An anthology of art and writings from some of the most 

groundbreaking Native artists working in North America 

today.  

The Port Chicago 50 by Steve Sheinkin 

J 940.5453 Sheinkin  

An account of the 1944 civil rights protest by hundreds of 

African-American Navy servicemen who refused to work 

in unsafe conditions. 

Rhythm Ride: A Road Trip Through the Motown 

Sound by Andrea Davis Pinkney 

J 781.64409 Pinkney 

A narrative history of the Motown music label. 

YA NON-FICTION 

All Better Now by Emily Wing Smith 

YA 616.8527 Smith 

A car accident leads to the discovery of a brain tumor at 

the base of Emily’s  skull. 

Becoming Maria by Sonia Manzano 

YA 921 Manzano, Sonia  

This memoir paints a portrait of a girl's resilience as she 

grows up to become an inspiration to millions. 

Being Jazz by Jazz Jennings 

YA 306.76808 Jennings 

Teen activist and trailblazer Jazz Jennings shares her very 

public transgender journey. 

How Dare the Sun Rise by Sandra Uwiringiyimana YA 

305.90695 Uwiring 

One teen’s survival of the Gatumba massacre, and finding 

healing through art and activism.  

 

It’s Not a Perfect World, But I’ll Take It by Jennifer 

Rose YA 616.85882 Rose 

A guide to life that explains how you can be different and 

still connect with others, deal with tough realities, and 

celebrate happy times. 

Laughing at My Nightmare by Shane Burcaw 

YA 617.48204 Burcaw 

Challenges faced by a twenty-one-year-old with spinal 

muscular atrophy.  

Sachiko: A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story by Caren 

Barzelay Stelson 

YA 940.54252 Stelson 

The story of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki through 

the eyes of Sachiko Yasui. 

Stonewall: Breaking Out in the Fight for Gay Rights by 

Ann Bausum 

YA 307.76609 Bausum   

A dramatic retelling of the 1969 Stonewall riots and the 

decades-long struggle for gay rights.  

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian 

School Football Team by Steve Sheinkin 

YA 796.33263 Sheinkin  

The true story of how Jim Thorpe and Pop Warner 

created the Carlisle Indians football team.  

YA GRAPHIC NOVELS 

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 

YA Graphic Yang, Gene   

Three stories about the problems of young Chinese 

Americans participating in popular culture. 

Honor Girl by Maggie Thrash 

YA Graphic 921 Thrash, Maggie   

Maggie falls in love with another girl at summer camp. 

Nimona by Noelle Stevenson 

YA Graphic Nimona 

Nimona is an impulsive young shape-shifter with a knack 

for villainy. 

Explore | Understand 

 



YA FICTION 

Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by 

Sherman Alexie 

YA Alexie, Sherman 

Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane 

Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm town 

school. 

Akata Witch by Nnedi Okorafor 

YA Okorafor, Nnedi 

An American-born albino child of Nigerian parents 

moves with her family back to Nigeria. 

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds 

YA Reynolds, Jason 

Sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of 

stealing and his classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal 

beating by a police officer. 

American Street by Ibi Zoboi 

YA Zoboi, Ibi 

Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible choice, 

Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a cost.  

The Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson 

YA Williams, Lisa 

When David’s secret gets out that he wants to be a 

girl, things get very messy for him. 

Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan 

YA Levithan, David 

A romantic comedy about finding love, losing love, 

and doing what it takes to get love back in a crazy-

wonderful world.  

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes 

YA Grimes, Nikki 

Students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems 

they've written, revealing their innermost thoughts 

and fears. 

Burn, Baby, Burn by Meg Medina 

YA Medina, Meg 

A coming of age story during the summer of 1977, when 

New York City is besieged by arson, a massive blackout, and 

a serial killer named Son of Sam. 

Does My Head Look Big in This? by Randa Abdel-Fattah 

YA Abdel-Fa, Randa 

Amal decides to wear the hijab, the Muslim head scarf, as a 

badge of her faith, without losing her identity or sense of 

style.  

Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham 

YA Latham, Jennifer 

When Rowan finds a skeleton on her family's property, 

investigating the brutal, century-old murder leads to painful 

discoveries about the past.  

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 

YA Ryan, Pam 

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of 

wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor 

camps of Southern California. 

The Great American Whatever by Tim Federle 

YA Federle, Tim 

An aspiring screenwriter copes with his sister's death 

while his best friend forces him back out into the 

world to face his reality. 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

YA Thomas, Angie 

After witnessing her friend's death at the hands of a 

police officer, Starr Carter's life gets complicated. 

How to Love: A Novel by Katie Cotugno 

YA Cotugno, Katie 

A tumultuous love affair ends when Sawyer abruptly 

abandons their Florida town, causing Reena to bear 

their child alone. 

If I was Your Girl by Meredith Russo 

YA Russo, Meredith 

Amanda Hardy only wants to fit in at her new school, 

but she is keeping a big secret. 

If You Could Be Mine by Sara Farizan 

YA Farizan, Sara 

In Iran, where homosexuality is punishable by death, 

seventeen-year-olds Sahar and Nasrin love each other 

in secret. 

Labyrinth Lost by Zoraida Córdova 

YA Cordova, Zoraida 

When a curse Alex performs to rid herself of magic 

backfires and her family vanishes, she must travel to a 

dark and strange land to get her family back. 

Like No Other by Una LaMarche 

YA LaMarche, Una 

Devorah and Jax arrange secret meetings and risk 

everything to be together.  

Lines We Cross by Randa Abdel-Fattah 

YA Abdel-Fa, Randa 

Michael's parents are leaders of a new anti-immigrant 

 



YA FICTION 

Marcelo in the Real World by Francisco X Stork 

YA Stork, Francisco 

A teenager on the high-functioning end of the autism 

spectrum faces challenges when he goes to work for 

his father in a law firm.  

Out of Darkness by Ashley Pérez 

YA Perez, Ashley 

Based on the disastrous 1937 New London, Texas 

school explosion, this story is about segregation, love, 

family, and the forces that destroy people.  

Outrun the Moon by Stacey Lee 

YA Lee, Stacey 

On the eve of the San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, 

Mercy --daughter of Chinese immigrants--struggles 

to hold her own at the prestigious St. Clare's School. 

When tragedy strikes, everyone bands together to 

survive. 

Ramona Blue by Julie Murphy 

YA Murphy, Julie 

Ramona was only five years old when Hurricane 

Katrina changed her life forever. Ramona is sure of 

three things: she likes girls, she's fiercely devoted to 

her family, and she knows she's destined for 

something bigger than the trailer she calls home. 

The Reader by Traci Chee 

YA Chee, Traci 

Set in a world where reading is unheard-of, Sefia uses 

a mysterious object to track down her aunt’s 

kidnapper and discover what really happened the 

night her father was killed. 

Shadowshaper by Daniel Jose Older 

YA Older, Daniel 

When the painted murals of her Brooklyn 

neighborhood change, Sierra discovers her Puerto 

A Step from Heaven by An Na 

YA CD-Book Na, An 

A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn 

English and adjust to life in America. 

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 

YA Yoon, Nicola 

Natasha believes in science and facts. Daniel has always 

been a good son and student.  When they meet, Daniel 

forgets all that and believes in something extraordinary for 

both of them. 

Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff Garvin 

YA Garvin, Jeff 

A gender-fluid teenager who struggles with identity creates 

a blog on the topic that goes viral, and faces ridicule at the 

hands of fellow students. 

That Thing We Call a Heart by Sheba Karim 

YA Karim, Sheba 

High school has ended, and Shabnam is facing a summer of 

loneliness and boredom. To figure out who she is and what 

she really wants, Shabnam looks for help in an unexpected 

place -- her family.  

This One Summer by Mariko Tamaki 

YA Tamaki, Mariko 

Rose and her parents have been going to Awago Beach 

since she was a little girl. This summer is different. 

This Side of Home by Renee Watson 

YA Watson, Renee 

Twins Nikki and Maya react differently to changes in their 

Tiny Pretty Things by Sona Charaipotra 

YA Charaipo, Sona 

Gigi, Bette, and June, three top students at an 

exclusive Manhattan ballet school, have seen their fair 

share of drama. When every dancer is both friend and 

foe, the girls will sacrifice, manipulate, and backstab 

to be the best of the best.  

Under a Painted Sky by Stacey Lee 

YA Lee, Stacey 

In 1845, Sammy, a Chinese American girl, and 

Annamae, an African American slave girl, disguise 

themselves as boys and travel on the Oregon Trail to 

California from Missouri . 

Want by Cindy Pon 

YA Pon, Cindy 

Jason Zhou is trying to survive in Taipei, a city 

plagued by pollution and viruses, but when he 

discovers the elite are using their wealth to evade the 

deadly effects, he knows he must do whatever is 

necessary to fight the corruption and save his city.  

When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon 

YA Menon, Sandhya 

When Dimple Shah and Rishi Patel meet at a Stanford 

University summer program, Dimple is avoiding her 

parents' obsession with "marriage prospects," but 

Rishi hopes to woo her into accepting an arranged 

marriage with him.  

X: A Novel by Ilyasah Shabazz 

YA Shabazz,  Ilaysah  

X follows Malcolm from his childhood to his 

imprisonment for theft at age twenty, when he found 

the faith that would lead him to forge a new path and 

command a voice that still resonates today.  

Zeroboxer by Fonda Lee 

YA Lee, Fonda 

Carr 'the Raptor' Luka rises to fame in the weightless 

 


